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cag ces gave adinner on Thursday in 
honor of the inauguration of President Grant. 
Count BisMARCK made a pleasant speech on the 
occasion, and alluded to the friendly relations 
‘which have always existed between the United 
States and Germany. 

Advices from London state that rumors of the 
death of the Pope continue to arrive from the 
Continent. 


—_———— 


CUBA. 

Pere has recently been issued, 
signed Josz DB ARMAS, General DuULCE’s Commis- 
sioner to the Insurgents at Nassau, New-Provi- 
G@enee, which is reported as full of invective 
against the Spanish Government and General 
‘DULCE personally. The proclamation is already 
pronounced a forgery by a companion of the Com- 
missioner. The clergy have offered one-sixth of 
their incomes to defray the expenses of war 


against the insurgents. Two hundred pounds of | 


powder bad been found in a dwelling in Havana. 
@onsiderable blockade running is going on. 
Another schooner had landed a body of in- 
Surgents in the vicinity of Sagua. The citizens 
unk the vessel to prevent their escape, and the 
Government troops were marching against them. 


CONGRESS. 

Tn thie Bente yesterday President Grant's 
first: message was received, which document was 
Hatha take thet be the act of 1789 prohibits Mr. 
A. T)SrewaRr from holding the position in ‘the 
new Cabinet, the President desired that the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury be exempted from the 
provisions of said act. Mr. SHERMAN introduced 


several days. The verdict. was received with 
ovpiasse by the audience tn the Courtroom. 

_ Aclass of employes termed “ beam hands” 
in the morocco factories of Newark are now on 
a strike for an advance-of wages. They demand 
that all pergons so employed shall. be paid equal 
‘wages without regard to capability. This the 
employert rétuse to concede, and are filling their 
shops with new men. 

- & young colored woman named Mrum 
Garins, formerly» slave, killed a white man 
nanied JaMEs A. INGLE, on Friday, in Washing- 


ton, and then quietlv surrendered herself to the 
Police: 


jinsPiuetidleesd dcmrmack hen necned the-tsth. 
er hore pemplprap eat hos- 


yesterday. 

A meeting of business men opposed to the 
present’ protective system washeld at3 P. M. 
yesterday, in the Merchants’ Exchange and 
News-room, No. 50 Pine-street. Resolutions were 
adopted, and addresses were made by Wm. CuL- 
LEN BRYANT, DAVID DUDLEY FIELD, and others. 
A fund was established for aiding in the dissem 
ination of free'trade views, to which large con- 
tributions were made by several gentlemen 
present. 


Our Militia, and Its Claims upen Young 
Mien. 


The army and the militia are the two oo- 
ordinate elements of “‘ the national defence.” 
Diminigh. either too much, and, unless. you 
proportionally increase the other, you fail to 
get the required sum of efficient, organizefl 
military protection for society and govern- 
ment. “As a substitute,” wrote Mapison, 
“for a large regular force in time of peace, a 
disciplined militia forms an essential part of a 
republican sysiem ;” and this truth, proclaimed 
by WASHINGTON, JEFFERSON, FRANKLIN and 
Apams in the strongest terms, was never so 
striking in our history as at this very mo- 
ment, when “ army reduction” is the watch- 
word of Congressional legislation. 

But it so happens that this epoch of army 
reduction is also that of reaction in military 
spirit—the reaction inevitably following a 
long war; and, accordingly; our youth are 
more than ever eager with excuses to avoid 
a duty as imperative as any that devolves on 
the public-spirite® citizen. Observing this 
tendency, the “Committee on the State of 
the Regiment” of the famous Seventh Regi- 
ment, (National Guard,) of which Major 0. 
H. Mepay is Chairman, have, in the form of 
a preface to the Regimental “Manual,” is- 
sued an address to its members, correcting 


oy -orshave already heard the news from Cuba, 


“Teis with just pride that the’ Committee, | 
in closing, refer to the honorable annals of 


the regiment, and the high place it holds. in } 


the affections of the City, the State, and, we 
shall add, ‘the nation. Its unrelaxing dis- 
cipline and drill—not the spasmodic effort 
at notoriety for one, three or five years, but 
the uniform record of fiye-and-forty, have 
made its usefulness historic. Its services in 
the suppression of mobs, and in the perform- 
ance of police duty in the City and the 
State, its three brief campaigns during the 
rebelliox. the list of. high officers it has 
given to the First and Second Divisions of 
the State militia, the 600 officers it furnished 
to the Union volunteer army during the re- 
bellion, and the sixty heroes who died upon 
Southern battle-fields in defence of ‘the 
Union, form at once its silent but effective 
arguménts to show what the citizen-soldier 
can do for the public. good, and its best 
stimulus to its “endeavor to maintain the 
position of the model volunteer military or- 
ganization of the country.” 


Grants Cheice. _ 


There is 9 key-note en which the harmony 
of President Grant’s new Cabinet depends 
which does not seem to’ have been fully ‘ap- 
preciated : that is, the absolute independence 
of every member of it upon any merely 
party ties. As no one of them is a repré- 
sentative of a class or clique to whom he 
owes his place, they are all untrammeled. 
Their first “loyalty” is due to the country: 
their second, very properly, to the President 
whose political family they now are. He is 
responsible to the people, and his Ministers 
to him: and we have ‘his word that if his 
first cheice should prove in any case unfor- 
tanate, he will not hesitate to make a sec- 
ond or even a third trial, with the advice 
and consent of the Senate. Grant's judg- 
ment of men and selection of the right man 
for the right place has. always been his 
strong point. It would be strange if he 
should fail at this day. We can afford to 
‘wait and see. 


prevalent. errors, overthrowing real or pre- |: 


tended excuses, and demonstrating the 
benefits of an organization like that with 
which they are connected by a brief refer- 
ence to its proud history, its lofty standard, 
and its brilliant prospects of usefulness and 
honor in time to come. 

Nominally for the private perusal of their 
comrades, the eloquent words of the Com- 
mittee ought also to be brought to the eyes 
and to the candid judgment of every young 
man in the community. Their appeal is 
simple, practical and business-like, yet high 
and patriotic in tone, and made effective by 
its appeal to reason, its sincerity and its en- 
thusiasm. 

In order to correct prevalent errors regard- 
ing the expense of membership in this regi- 
ment, the Committee refer to section 146‘ of 
the State Code, which entitles any member 
of the uniformed militia to an annual deduc- 
tion of $500 from any assessment of real or 
personal property, and to exemption from 
jury duty,—which privileges are extended 
through life, in case of an honorable dis- 
charge, after seven years’ service. Now, as 
no initiation fee is required, and the annual 
dues ate only from $6 to $12 a year, the chief 


is that for “uniforms and equip-. 


” This last at first appears large, it 
a | Ceine sbout $180; but as it is sufficient, with 
proper care, for the entire term (seven years) 
of service, the average expenditure is only 
about $15 per year. “The entire necessary 
expense,” in a word, “of the seven years’ 
service in this regiment is $184.” Fines for 
non-attendance are, of course, under the 
member's control, and absence from the 
City or sickness remits them, At the cur- 


rent rate.of taxation, the exemptions 





from any yearly City assessment amount 
ee ay ee And 


The Dead-lock in Spain. 

Affairs in Spain seem to be as far from a 
satisfactory solution as ever. Every day, in 
fact, that passes without any further ap- 
proach to a permanent settlement brings the 
country nearer to anarchy. The only party 
that seems to possess any definite aims is the 
Republican, and though united and resolute, 
it isso Jargely outnumbered by the advo- 
cates of the monarchical system under some 
shape or form as to be constitutionally 
powerless. Its strength in the Cortes lies 
only inthe power it possesses to turn the 
scale in favor of any one of the rival factions 
into which its opponents are divided, and 
its. strength in the country is derived 
from nothing less than the openly avowed 
determination of its leaders to appeal once 
more to the sword rather than submit to 
monarchy, except upon .certain conditions 
which shall insure the practical freedom for 
which they have been striving. The great 
majority of the members of the Cortes are in 
favor of a monarchy, but there is no further 
bond of union among them. Don Carzos, 
Don Fernanpo, of Portugal; the Duc de 
MONTPENSIER, the Duke p’AosTa and the 
Prince of the Asturias, all have their parti- 
sans, and the desirability of having a King 
of some kind is the only point upon 
which the majority is agreed. A commit- 


Apisidille wisknedt be bs Giana dix ava: 
the task will necessarily take some consid- 
erable time. Until it is accomplished, how- 
ever, it is useless to talk of the sélection of a 


and taken the alarm; and that will go wp, 
like the rest. 


Tt has been suggested, on the other hand,’ 


eee ee. trial 
of the new system, and there seems to be 
but one opinion in England as to its success. 
Even Mr. Dispaszy’s strongest opponents ad- 


Pregtnat ht cn song gemma. -mit that he has dealt a deadly blow at the 
peas pi 4 luli the downfall of | abuses which have long been the disgrace of 


shall have tumble of sugar, 
precisely as with the rise of the Cubans, 
sugarsympathetically went up. The trouble 
is that the revolution cannot safely be de- 
scribed as a“ flurry,” which will “soon be 
over.” . It has already been in existence sev- 
eral months, and it is now, apparently, 
stronger than ever, We have learned. by 
experience that it is not safe to pronounee . 
revolutions “sixty-day riots.” Besides, itis 


for the interest of speculators that the revo- 


lution should be kept up, and the island re- 
main in constant trouble. Whether their in- 
terest will so far get the better of their phi- 
lanthropy that they will help on the weaker 
party, whichever it may be, we cannot deter- 
mine. At present, however, neither seems 
to be in immediate need of urging, The 
frenzy of, the Cubans is only matched by 
the eagerness of the Spaniards. - 

But there is another and graver considera- 
tion. Even were the war to stop to-day, and 
trade to resume its wonted to-mor- 
row, the devastation already created in the 
sugar-fields and sugar-mills would prevent 
the price of sugar from, falling for a. long 
time to its ordinary level. It is not merely 
the taking away of workers, the hasty with- 
drawal of capital,and the similar well-known 
results of intestine war, which have lessened 
the present and prospective supply, but there 
has been an actual destruction of material— 
a burning or ruining of factories, a despoil- 
ing of machinery, a seizure of carts for trans-- 
portation, and of draught animals for war- 
like purposes, We must remember, too, that 
all this will continue to go on, and from 
worse to worse. And, at the distant end, 
when peace shall be restored, the building up 
of the sugar business will not be as rapid in 
Cuba as in Yankeedom. Added to this con- 
sideration is the heavy extra duty which has 
been recently im on exports, a sum 
appreciable in the of all commodities. 

We say, therefore, that the best thing for 
our own people to do is to turn their atten- 
tion to other ways of getting sugar—shirts, 
sorghum, sugar beet, or whatever they will. 
The perfect success which France has had 
in the cultivation and manufacture of beet- 
sugar should stimulate our people ; for sure- 
ly no patriotic Yankee will submit to be.out 
done by a Frenchman. . 

The Delinquencies of the Gas Monepolies. 

During the past week several special com- 
mittees of the Legislature have been in ses- 
sion in this city to investigate certain abuses 
in the management of corporations and city 
departments. Among them is a committee 
to inquire into the workings of the various 
gas monopolies under whose extortions and 
unfair dealing we have longsnffered. A large 
amount of testimony has. thus far been 
taken, a full report of which has from day 
to day appeared in our columns. The facts 
elicited tend to show that. the companies 
make very large dividends—fifty per cent:. 
per’ annum being the usual amount; that 
they provide a wretchedly poor quality of 
gas; and that they are overbearing, and, in 
some cases, insulting to their customers. All 
these are truths of which the public is suf- 
ficiently well aware, and the remedy for the 
long-standing delinquencies of the companies 
has been long anxiously awaited. 

What legislation ‘the Committee purpose 
to recommend in order to give relief to gas 
consumers remains to be seen. Next to the 
exorbitant price Which is charged for gas, 
the two great evils of which the public com- 


monarch, as Kings-errant have not been very plain. si 


fortunate of late, and he would not be a very 
wise man who took the Spanish throne just 
sor wiaoss bain ‘eee understanding 


united with pap aaa pati pepennine dn irvenin nierfcred 
of several of the: irector | 


of elevating the Prince 1s eestor 


| en 
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2 lo for gis which is | 
actually consumed. The value of this sort | 


English ve institutions, and 
which, under the jurisdiction of Parlismen- 
tary Committees; were fostered rather than 


‘Tepressed, Under the new procedure the 
trials have occupied far less. time and cost 


far less. money than was the case 
formerly, ‘while public confidence in the 
fairness with which they are conducted, and 
in the justice of the results, is infinitely 
greater, Oneof. the ablest and most ex- 
perienced of the Judges employed protested 
warmly against being compelled, as it were, 
to act as jury as well as. Judge—to decide 
upon matters of fact as wells upon points 
of law—but the universal satisfaction which 
his decisions have given is generally re- 
garded as the best answer to his own pro- 
test. The trials which have taken place 
show that while the innocent have noth- 


ing © fear from the change, the 


chances of escape for the M. P. who 
has been guilty of anyjviolaion of the law, 
or on whose behalf illegitimate means have 
_been resorted to by agente, has little chance 
“of escape. The penalties attached to per- 
sonal bribery are more severe than before, 
and the bare fact of having been unseated, 
even on ‘account ‘of the illegal action of 
others on his behalf, disqualifies a member 
for a seat during the entire term of the Par- 
liament for which the election was held. 
It is confidently expected, now that the 
effective: working of the new system has 
been demonstrated, that future elections in 
England will be absolutely pure, as far as 
freedom from actual bribery,’ corruption, 
or intimidation goes. No tribunal can en- 
tirely put astop to. the exercise of those 
subtle “ influences,” social or material, which 
must always have their weight’ in England 
under the present constitution of society. 
But as far.as legal machinery can insure 
purity of election in England, that object 
seems to have been attained. 

We notice in several quarters the expres- 
sion of a wish that some similar procedure 
could be applied to the investigation of dis- 
puted elections to Congress. If our elec- 
toral system is free from the gross and 
patent abuses . which characterized: the 
choict of legislators in England, there are 
still too many matters connected with 
it. that frequently demand .a _ strin- 
gent and searching investigation by some 
tribunal qualified to sift evidence, able 
to cast aside all partisan bias, and 
to command. universal . confidence, and 
empowered to punish. Is not Mr. Disraurr’s 
successful experiment worth studying, at all 
events, on this side the Atlantic ? 

--eoroo—-—- 
Ocean Penny Postage. 

While Congress has been talking in a loose 
and random manner about the establish- 
ment of lines of Transatlantic mail steamers, 
pogtal subsidies and such things, our Minis- 
ter to the Court of St. James has been taking 
counsel with JoHNn Bricgur and other Lib- 
eral. statesmen, and boldly advocating no 
less thoroughgoing a reform than the estab- 
lishment of a system of ocean penny postage 
between Great Britain and the United States, 
Mr. REVERDY JOHNSON is not, we are aware 
an infallible prophet, but it is clear from his 
confident utterances on the subject, and the 
eatnestness with which Mr. Bricut, speak- 
ing as a Cabinet Minister, subsequently ad- 
vecated the cause, that the subject will be 
seriously entertained on both sides during 
the approaching year, . It is certain beyond 
a doubt that the mail contracts granted by 
the late Detby-Disraeli Ministry will not be 
corifirmed by the present House of Com- | 


‘mons, notwithstanding the recent declara- | 


; fered with hs proposed mottos, | Re 


eos ats Sa 


| to-comethinig over forty pounds, or two dun | 
dred dollars per ton—surely enanigh to make | ' 
ments an object with the wealthiest steam- 


‘ship company, both as to speed and regulari- 
ty. The present House of Commons is evi- 
dently in. a mood to assent to Mr. Bricur’s 


-views on the matter, and why we should con- 
tinue to pay foreign companies four times 
more than is necessary in order, Japanese- 
like, to isolate ourselves from countries with 
which close communication can only result 


in reciprocal benefits, is a question that will 


require a good deal of explanation. 
(nee 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


The City of Washington has followed the 
precept of one of HomER’s men—that is, “ wel- 
comed the coming, sped the parting guest ;” and 
General Grant, if he managed to get a meditative 
whiff of his cigar at any time during the crisis of 
the 4th, might have moralized, like a certain old 
potentate, and asked himself, though without 
tears, where would all that army of devoted 
friends be at the end of four years from that day. 
He might, indeed, have pictured himself then 
going quietly away, in a close carriage, and hear- 
ing tho mighty uproar of welcome for the ap- 
plauded néxt coming man. ‘If he did, that would 
naturally account for the remarkable gravity of 
his demeanor on that trying occasion. 


The Legislative Commitic?, Which has been 
inepectiig our séwerage systém, has failed to 
elicit any testimony worthy of notice in sippott 
of the insinuations that were made against the 
integrity of the Croton Aqueduct Board at the 
time the resolution authorizing the investigation 


“was introduced inte the Assembly. As to the 


style of earthern pipes used by the Board, the 
bulk of the evidence given by those who know 
anything about the subject was in ivs favor, and 
it wag shown to, be similar to the system now in 
yogue in London and other cities in. Europe. 
The testimony of Gen. VIELE, however, devel- 
oped the fact that the Croton Board had neglected 
the subject of subsoil drainage, which he con- 
sidered very important to the sanitary well- 
being of the City, and which clearly comes within 
their jurisdiction, although it is entirely inde- 
pendent of the sewerage system. 


The sufferings of the party of snow-bonund 
travelers on the Pacific Railroad give a very 
large hint, not only to the public but to the gen- 
tlemen interested in the road. This is a grand 
national institution, and we are all proud of it; 
but if it is to be a refuge for ruffianism and ex- 
tortion, as well as q line liable to such terrible 
and dangerous obstructions of travel, without 
adequate power to keep a clear way or shelter 
and provision for the detained passengers, it will 
very easily fall to an unpopular level. These 
are things that ought to be energetically taken 
in hand and provided against systematically at 
the outset. Take a fair start. 

The Public School system of the City has 
been glanced at. by a Committee of the Senate, 
under authority of a resolution which was intro- 
duced by Senator CREAMER. The precise object 
which the mover of the resolution had in view is 
not as clear as it might be. It is said, however, 
that the design is to further a scheme which the 
Roman Catholics have long favored of inducing 
the Legislatute to transfer to them a portion of 
the Public School fund to be expended in their 
private schools. The movement is. ostensibly 
made upon the pretext that the Public School 
accommoddtions of the City are insufficient for 
the number of scholars who wish to attend them, 
but it is pretty generally believed that the 
Roman Catholic Church opposes the whole Pub- 
lic School system and dissuades its followers 
from sending their children to these institutions 
whenever they can. 


The Louisiana Legislature has passed a 
law licensing gambling-houses on payment of 


$5,000, This would be but a small revenue tax | - 


pole ol seguali and unnecessary a 
luxury, A peri on profits might give 
some clue to the amounts. equandered in these 
apparently inevitable but undesirable concomi- 
tanta Of large cities,” 

King Gxoncx, lato of Hanover, — 


sto ma a fl Mod | | 
: , consequently, it 


‘amused ‘the ‘country by assailing Grant, said 
-that a member of the Cabinet ought to be a man 
-who “ could vitalize thp party and make it pul- 
sate at ‘@ touch.” He x ‘be thoroughly dis- 
gusted With all the members of Guaxt’s Cabinet. 


Bree that the » Prisbyterians of Mon- 
Sree. ang ting fa Seas BEECHER to 
that “Kanuck” metropolis; offering him the 
salary he receives from the people of the other 
“ heights nearer home: ° ‘Itis “a thing devieed 
by the enemy ;” for that genial gentleman has 
no idea of going off in the direction of the North 


,Pole, from the shores of the Sound and the Hud- 


son. If, those hyperboreans really meant to 
have him, they would have offered to treble his 
present emoluments; and even then he would 
not go. At any rate, they broached the subject 
ata very bad time, when the telegraph tells us 
there are eight feet of snowon the Canadian 
high-roads. 5 


Our present clumsy system of gaslight 
will always be the source of worry and com- 
plaint, because both consumers and producers 
always try to take advantage of one another. 
Among the former are thousands whe burn in a 
lavish, contraband manner; and knowing this, 
the gas makers try to repay themselves by their 
generdi way of charging as much as possible, 
and lay great stress on their metres, which, as 
eéverybody knows, are false tests and pretences. 
All this metre mongering and overcharging will 
continue, till some new kind of light shall be in- 
vented, like that spoken of by our chemical 
adepts: and experimentalists; and perhaps 
those gas extortions are good means of hastening 
such inventions, 


Our London correspondent, whose keen eye 
catches every topic worth catching over yonder, 
spoke the other day about the. manner in which 
thé Afheneilm comes down on Admiral SEMMES’ 
new-old book, “ My Adventures Afloat.” sea 
did not find room to quote any 0 ? the Athenaum’s 
remarks about it, and as wé are 60 seldom sble 
to admire that testy journal's utterances, we give 
place to this epigrammatic epitome of eas Ale 
bama’s exploits: 

“No Pi wy ape Bg we undertake to wotid have 

heme is not atiraet ivé. The 

see a unarmed traders 

acres 
res RE 


It appears to be very generally supposed in 
many quarters that England would be likely to 
‘take part in a European war should the indepen- 
dence of Belgium be threatened, or her neutral- 
ity violated. This, we fancy, is a mistaken sup- 
position.. In the days when the safety of Eng- 
land depended upon her supremacy in the Chan- 
nel, and when fleets were more dependent upon 
‘winds and harbors of refuge than they are now, 
the neutrality of the Belgian ports and the 
Scheldt was of vital importance to her. Their 
possession by @n enemy was a permanent. source 
of danger, affording means of shelter to hos- 
tile fleets directly ‘opposite the mouth of 
the Thames. But in these, days _ of 
steam and iron clads, the importance to England 
of the Belgian ports is comparatively slight. It 
is true that any violation of Belgian neutral- 
ity, after the guarantees given by England, 
would be a moral humiliation for her. But Eng- 
land suffered a moral humiliation when Den- 
mark was dismembered, and yet did not move. 
We do not fancy she would be induced to aban- 
don her new non-intervention policy, even were 
France to threaten the independence of Belgium. 


- Who knows but that, in spite of Pam and 
the rest of them who have pronounced against a 
Bourbon restoration, Spain may have the little 
Prince of Asturias for her next “‘king and gov- 
ernor.” If NAPOLEON, as is reported; has gone 
to the trouble of persuading IsaBELLA to abdi- 
cate in favor of her son, ‘this is very likely the 
beginning of the end. With young ALPHONSE on 
the throne, the purposes of the hated Orleanste 
Would, be “estopped.” As regards the general 
question, Spain, with her high genius of fighting 
and flourishing, is not yet fitto be @ humdrum, 

Republic; and her best friends will prob- 
ably see it and accept “the descendant of Pr- 
LAYO.” 


The English Ritualists, having failed of 
civil support in the hherties they are taking with 
the legally established liturgy, are taking higher 
and higher ground in their new doctrine of the 
independence of Church and State. The cele- 
brated Mr. MACKONOCHIE, of the original St. 
oS ee seer one 


—_—— 
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